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I

hope this message finds you well. As we look back on the year
2020 it will be one to remember for many different reasons, let
alone everything that’s happening with the global pandemic.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to those who have been affected
by this terrible disease.

VICE PRESIDENT
Brian Skinner, CGCS, CPO
Bellevue Golf Club
PO Box 760661, Melrose, MA 02176
781-248-0216
Email: brianskinner@bellevuegolfclub.com

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Bob Dembek
Lexington Golf Club
55 Hill Street, Lexington, MA 02420
978-870-8669
Email: lexgc@rcn.com

DIRECTORS
Greg Cormier, CGCS
Tom Irwin, Inc.
11A Street, Burlington, MA 01803
978-846-1133
Email: gregcormier@tomirwin.com
Len Curtin
George Wright Golf Course
420 West Street, Hyde Park, MA 02136
617-839-3613
lencurtin@yahoo.com
Ryan Emerich
Vesper Country Club
185 Pawtucket Boulevard, Tyngsboro, MA 01879
717-575-1332
Email: remerich@vespercc.com
Eric Richardson
Essex County Club
153 School Street, Manchester, MA 01944
978-500-2094
Email: erichardson@essexcc.org
David Stowe, CGCS
Newton Commonwealth Golf Club
212 Kenrick Street, Newton, MA 02458
617-789-4631
Email: Newtonmaint@aol.com

PAST PRESIDENT
David W. Johnson
The Country Club
191 Clyde Street, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
617-456-3972
Email: Djohnson.wgc@gmail.com

The year was a difficult one for growing grass. Inconsistent
weather, warm temperatures, challenges with staff and of course
rain; or lack thereof. Golf in the state has been booming. Our
facilities are busier than ever, which has been putting extra pressure on keeping up with the wear and tear associated with extra
play. I know at my club, we broke the all-time rounds record in early October and that was
without the month of April and we have the rest of the season to go! All of this has made it
more challenging to get our jobs done but is certainly great for the game and hopefully this
growth will continue.
One thing I certainly missed this season was not being able to see everyone in our association at our monthly meetings. I am hopeful that 2021 will be a better environment to host
these events and we can get back to meeting as a group more often. I’d like to thank Bob
Dembek and all the host sites that have agreed to host again in 2021. We greatly appreciate
your efforts and support!
Looking ahead to this winter we plan on having our two meetings (December and
January) in a virtual environment. With the uncertain nature of the world we live in the
board felt it was best to conduct our meetings this way. More information about these
meetings will come out soon so stay tuned!
I would like to thank all of our industry partners and supporters of our association. This
year has been a challenging one for everyone and your continued support through the PPP,
Friend of the Association, Affiliate memberships, and other means has been truly remarkable. I, along with the board thank you for your continued commitment to the association.  
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I look forward to seeing you in the future and encourage you to join us for our December
and January meetings.
Thank you.
Regards,
Peter

Divot Drift
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Ryan Babcock, Assistant Superintendent, Wellesley Country
Club
Scott Gabrielson, Affiliate, The Cardinals, Inc
Chris Grady, Assistant Superintendent, Bass Rocks Golf Club
Jake Ronchi, Superintendent, Blackstone National Golf Club
CONGRATULATIONS

Justin Gagne, formerly Assistant at Franklin Country Club, is
now Superintendent at Hopkinton Country Club.
Colin Smethurst, Superintendent at Hillview Country Club,
recently became a Certified Golf Course Superintendent
(CGCS).
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN SERVING ON THE
ASSOCIATION’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS?

The Nominating Committee will be considering candidates
for service on the GCSA of New England’s Board of
Directors. If you are interested in becoming a member of
the board please contact Brian Skinner, Chairman of the
Nominating Committee. He can be contacted by email at:
brianskinner@bellevuegolfclub.com or at 781-248-0216.

Back Issues!

As in the past, The Newsletter continues to invite
Affiliate members to submit a press release about new
personnel, new products or a company bio. We will print
each and every release free of charge. This is a great
way to advertise for free. Who said nothing in this world
is free? Free advertising to better your company, wow
what an offer.

GCSANE Offers Website
Banner advertising at
www.gcsane.org
The price is $500 for one year which will be
re-occurring annually from your first billing
unless otherwise specified.
Past issues of the NEWSLETTER are available
using this link: http://bit.ly/GCSANEnewsletters.
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For more information, please contact
Don Hearn at 774-430-9040 or
donhearn@gcsane.org

Thoughts From Your Executive Director by Don Hearn
This year’s Assistants Meeting was held at Marlborough Country
Club, September 29. Our hosts were Tim Crane, Superintendent
and Shaun Allen, Asst. Superintendent. The weather cooperated
and the sunny day made for a pleasant way to spend time away
from the course, meet new people in the same industry and swap
stories. Because of the pandemic, the day wasn’t set up as usual.
Registration was in advance, there were no “closest to the hole” or
“long drive” contests, lunch consisted of a box lunch and there were
no after-golf beverages or dinners. The raffle was conducted off-site
before play started. In spite of these changes, a good day was had
by all.

From left: Willem Geldenhuys, Ben Pacific, Pat Simmons, Mark Fratto

It’s good to see the next generation of potential leaders of our
industry participate in this event and it always brings a smile
and good thoughts when I see them. When I was young, I didn’t
think a lot about the history of our Association or of those who
set the pace and created standards for our industry and profession.
They were the innovators, the thinkers, the doers, the people who
drove us forward. These traits were in the group that teed it up at
Marlborough.
A thank you to our sponsor Tom Irwin, Inc. and Ben Petersen,
and Glen Misiaszek, Superintendent at Cohasset Golf Club for
their generous sponsorship and contributions. Tom Irwin has been
a sponsor of this event for a number of years. Glen sponsored gift
certificates for purchases at a PGA TOUR Superstore.

From left: Mike Leahy, Alex Wallace, Joe D’Ambrosia

The day’s format was a team scramble.
Low Team Gross with a score of 60
Mike Leahy, Cohasset Golf Club
Alex Wallace, Cohasset Golf Club
Joe D’Ambrosia, Cohasset Golf Club
Low Team Net with a score of 54 (won on a match of cards)
Kyle Franey, Bass Rocks Golf Club
Chris Grady, Bass Rocks Golf Club
Shaun Allen, Marlborough Country Club
Connor Kuehl, Kernwood Country Club

From left: James Tyler, David Miethe, Jacob Donahue, Derek O’Dea

Raffle Winners
Chris Grady, Bass Rocks Golf Club
Ben Pacific, Nashawtuc Country Club
Patrick Martin, Walpole Country Club
Jacob Donahue, Concord Country Club
From Left: Jason Gerich, Patrick Hennessey, Keith Daury

From Left: Mark Sheridan, Andrew Travers, A.J. Marino, Hunter Mott
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Thoughts continued

From left: Bryce Fountain, Tim Cosgrove, Patrick Martin, Chris
Hurley

Pat Lange, left and Scott Johnson

From left: Kyle Franey, Chris Grady, Shaun Allen, Connor Kuehl

Craig Coombes, left and Daryn Brown

The Oakley Country Club team of Scott Johnson, PGA and
Pat Lange, GCSANE and the Braintree Municipal duo of Craig
Coombes, PGA and Daryn Brown, GCSANE tied for the New
England PGA Pro-Superintendent Invitational title on Thursday,
both posting scores of 2-over par 74.
The Oakley team claimed first place in the gross division, while
Braintree, which matched Oakley at 2-over, finished net 7-under to
win the net division. Coombes and Brown recorded 14 pars on the
day a birdie and just three bogeys on the scorecard.

Andy Ingham, representative of the event
sponsor Five Star Golf Cars & Utility Vehicles

Thanks to Indian Ridge, head golf professional Mike Miller, PGA
and superintendent Roger Brink, GCSANE for hosting the event.
Five Star Golf Cars and Utility Vehicles and representative Andy
Ingham, PGA, supported the event. Andy greeted each group
on the Par-3 16th hole and provided the field with some extra
entertainment.
Photos courtesy of Nick Heidelberger, NEPGA
For the event standings and scores click here

Sixty-four players representing 31 different facilities participated
in Thursday’s tournament under perfect fall conditions, with
sunshine and temperatures in the 70s.

From left: Jason Paradise, Scott Mackintosh,
Bob Cullen, Matt Bamforth
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In addition to the Assistants event, the only other golf event this season was the August
27 event held at The Haven Country Club in Boylston, MA where Matt Bamforth is
the superintendent. The pandemic caused us to adopt a different format for the event.
Registrations and pre-payments were done online exclusively. Golf bags were placed on
golf cars by each player and removed by each player at the finish of play. Lunch was served
“box style.” There was no gathering inside the clubhouse. This took away the opportunity
to socialize after the round, and scoring was accomplished using an electronic format
and entering scores by cell phone. The electronic scoring was a “first” for the Association
and will be used for our events going forward. Our thanks to Mark Gagne, Director
of Member Services for Mass Golf and a past president of our Association, and Jesse
Menachem, Executive Director/CEO of Mass Golf for making this program available to
us.
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Thoughts continued
This event was the Individual Championship and the qualifier
for the New England Superintendents Championship that was to
be held at the Essex County Club. Unfortunately, the pandemic
caused the latter to be cancelled. The plan is to play the event next
year at Essex.

Recently I had the opportunity to attend an online regional
workshop sponsored by the Town of Lexington, the Town of
Wellesley, Quiet Communities, Inc. and the American Green Zone
Alliance (AGZA).
The intention of the presentation was to point out the health and
environmental impacts of gasoline powered equipment, explain
the benefits of battery powered equipment and to show how
municipal programs have transitioned from gasoline to battery
powered equipment. Two days later the workshop was followed by
a demonstration of various pieces of battery powered equipment.

While traveling around the course I came across this plaque on a
bridge at the course. A nice honor for the longtime and now retired
superintendent – Todd Sauer.
To see the event scores click here

Before I attended this workshop, I thought the main reason for
a transition to battery powered equipment was mostly for noise
reduction. While this is a benefit, there are many environmental
and health hazards associated with the blowing of leaves, grass
clippings and other matter that I hadn’t considered health hazards.
From what I saw, battery powered equipment has many advantages
that can have positive environmental and operator safety benefits.
Battery powered equipment has been in use in the golf industry
for at least 30 years. It’s not a new phenomenon. Bunker raking
machines, greens mowers, leaf blowers, utility vehicles, hedge
trimmers and other items have been in use at many courses.
I believe the greatest motivator to purchase battery powered
equipment has been for noise reduction. I suggest you take a
look at the operating costs and the environmental and potential
personal health hazards associated with gas powered versus battery
powered equipment when considering a new or replacement piece
of equipment.
Best Management Practices (BMP’s)
The Massachusetts BMP Manual is nearing the finish line. Many
hours have been spent creating this document. The chair of the
group tasked with the production of the manual is Rick Lawlor.
Rick is a retired superintendent on Cape Cod who has spent many
years as an active participant dealing with legislation that could
have negative effects for the green industry and particularly golf
courses. In addition to Rick, the committee is composed of Greg
Cormier, Charlie Passios, Eric Richardson and me.
Countless hours have been spent by these gentlemen in the quest
to create a useful document for members of the GCSA of Cape
Cod and the GCSA of New England. Consultants who have, and
continue to have, a close relationship with our Associations have
contributed their expert knowledge in the sections aligning with
their field of expertise. The plan is to have the manual available by
the end of this year.
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What’s in your backpack?
By Colin Smethurst, CGCS - Hillview Golf Course

T

here’s a monologue in the very
rewatchable (for me, anyways)
movie “Up in the Air” where
George Clooney’s character discusses
how we carry around unnecessary baggage in our lives. This baggage is either
physical or emotional. This includes our
physical possessions and also our personal
relationships that weigh us down in our
“backpack.”
Google the clip. It does make you think.
He’s basically saying that the less you
have attached to you, the more free you
are. But in the end of the movie, he realizes a very important thing, life is pointless without the relationships we make. It
brings up an important subject, who have
you collected in your backpack?
Think of all the relationships you have
and how important they are to you both
professionally and personally. Obviously,
there’s your friends and family, some of

them can definitely weigh you down, but
for the most part, they’re the reason we
go to work and strive for success. I know
my drive to better myself is to make a
better life for my wife and son. Without
them, I’m pretty sure I would be content
driving an old pickup and living in someone’s basement.
Professionally, think of the contacts we
make and put in our “backpack.” There’s
the mentor you had at the beginning of
your career who you can call to get your
mind right when you’re having a bad day.
There’s the client representative who you
can call at all hours when you’re looking
for a solution to a problem your course is
facing. How about the service technicians
for your equipment, pump station, or irrigation system. I’m always truly amazed
at how helpful these guys are at all hours
and most of the time without cost. These
are the relationships we collect that make
being a successful golf course superinten-

Northeast Golf & Turf Supply
a division of Northeast Nursery, Inc. - Est. 1982

Exclusive Distributor for Rain Bird Golf
MA, NH, VT, ME and RI

PRODUCT CATEGORIES

• Granular Fertilizers

• Control Products

• Turfgrass Seed

• Specialty Nutrients

• Soil Conditioners

• Golf Course Accessories

NORTHEAST
TURF & IRRIGATION SUPPLY
Dennis Port, MA

NORTHEAST
CONTRACTOR CENTER
Peabody, MA

NORTHEAST
TURF & IRRIGATION SUPPLY
Londonderry, NH

Learn more about our products and services at: www.northeastnursery.com
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dent a true team effort. I have yet to meet
someone in this business who could do it
alone.
Next time you have a slow day, take your
spouse to lunch or have your kid dropped
off at the course one afternoon and hit
some balls around with them. Make sure
you realize how important they are and
how much you appreciate that you have
them in your life.
Make a point to scroll through those
contacts in your phone and maybe call
somebody you haven’t talked to in a
while. Catch up and re-establish a connection. I’m sure you are in a lot of other
people’s backpacks. Realize that and be
of service when you can. You never know
when you’re gonna need to reach into
your backpack and look for someone to
help.

Since 1970, Turf Products has been providing
our valued customers with the knowledge,
tools and equipment to protect and preserve
the Northeast’s most beautiful outdoor
environments. We are your single source
supplier for turf mowing and maintenance
equipment and golf irrigation systems, as
well as, drainage, pond aeration, lightning
detection and much more.
Turf Products has been selling Toro
equipment continually for over half a century.
Together we deliver the most innovative
products in the golf industry. Toro products
are developed by golf experts for individuals
like you who work hard to maintain awless
turf conditions.

Call: (800) 243-4355 or visit us
at: www.turfproductscorp.com
Northeast Golf & Turf Supply
a division of Northeast Nursery, Inc. - Est. 1982

Exclusive Distributor for Rain Bird Golf
MA, NH, VT, ME and RI

PRODUCT CATEGORIES

• Granular Fertilizers

• Control Products

• Turfgrass Seed

• Specialty Nutrients

• Soil Conditioners

• Golf Course Accessories

NORTHEAST
TURF & IRRIGATION SUPPLY
Dennis Port, MA

NORTHEAST
CONTRACTOR CENTER
Peabody, MA

NORTHEAST
TURF & IRRIGATION SUPPLY
Londonderry, NH

Learn more about our products and services at: www.northeastnursery.com
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Thank you CCE Club Car for
being a valued business
partner throughout this
challenging year.
Your service, sales and
tournament fleet
availability have been
outstanding.
Ask me why I continue to purchase
Club Car.
Glen Bourque, Owner/Operator
Chemawa Golf Course
North Attleboro, Massachusetts
This is an unsolicited paid advertisement by
Chemawa Golf Course.
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Sport
Sportscapes
unlimited

Golf Course, Sports Field
Services and Construction
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A Thank You from The Northern Trust Tournament and TPC Boston
With some of the uncertainty that came from Covid 19, it wasn’t
until mid-July that it was confirmed that the Northern Trust
Championship would be played at TPC Boston August 20th to 23rd.
Up to that point we felt it would be best not to organize a volunteer
contingent with no knowledge of what the health, safety, and security requirements would be expected of staff and volunteers working
the event, or if the tournament could be held in Massachusetts at
all. To streamline the recruitment, and to maximize the skill level of
volunteers on short notice, I reached out to our Executive Director,
Don Hearn and asked him to post a notice through GCSANE in
hopes of finding about 25 industry affiliated people who would assist us with the event.
The response from members of our association was incredible,
especially considering the difficulty of the year agronomically and
with the numerous complications and challenges resulting from the
pandemic. About 40 talented and committed volunteers donated
16 to 80 hours of their time to help us with this year’s tournament.
In addition to the volunteers, several industry affiliates committed
financial, equipment, and human resources to provide extra support
to everyone involved with the preparation of the golf course.
One of the more rewarding aspects of tournament volunteering is
going out on the golf course after a shift and watching a professional competition after you’ve helped prepare the course for play
that day. Staff and volunteers couldn’t watch golf this year in order
to maintain the integrity of the bubble which was one of several true
indications of the level of commitment on the part of our volunteer
group.
With all that in mind, on behalf of TPC Boston and The Northern
Trust Tournament, I would like to thank the volunteers, the staff
and Superintendents at their respective clubs, and the industry
allies who gave their time, effort, and financial support to ensure
our event was a success. Player feedback on the golf course this year
was the best it has ever been, none of this could have been achieved
without the spirit of volunteerism of our association members and
generosity of our association business partners.
Thank You Vendors and Affiliates
Finch Services, Inc.
John Deere Golf and Turf
Site One
Syngenta Professional Solutions
Photo Credit C.J. Split

Harrell’s
Target Specialty Products
Tom Brodeur
Golf course Superintendent
TPC Boston
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Your Golf Irrigation Specialist
Tanto Irrigation has proudly provided
the Golf Industry with
Irrigation Services
for over 50 years.
Let us know how we can serve
Please Contact:
Tim Clarke
(845) 325-3868
Or
Paul L. Guillaro
(914) 262-7324

September - October 2020
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I R R I GATI ON

Serving the East Coast
•
•
•
•
•
•

Installation of new irrigation systems
Refurbishment and extensions of existing systems
Start-Up and winterization
Irrigation service and repairs
Wire tracking and wire installation
GNSS Mapping System paired with AutoCAD Software
that will allow the creation of accurate As-Built
• Installation and refurbishment of central controls
• Grounding testing and installation

Chris Daigle
Matt Faherty

1-800-722-7348

www.winterberryirrigation.com
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OUR PASSION IS

YOUR SUCCESS

With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.
Harris Schnare | 800-582-5959 | harris@tomirwin.com
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Your rainy-day plan for firm, healthy greens.
Don’t let excess soil moisture drown your hopes of maintaining dry,
playable surfaces. Rely on the unbeatable combination of Fleet® plus
EarthMAX®. Fleet® increases water infiltration and hydraulic conductivity.
EarthMAX® works below the surface to enhance root growth and vitality.
The result? Top-to-bottom preservation of turf playability and health,
even when higher moisture conditions are possible.

1941

CHUCK BRAMHALL
cbramhall@harrells.com
(508) 400-0600

JIM COHEN
jcohen@harrells.com
(978) 337-0222

MIKE KROIAN
mkroian@harrells.com
(401) 265-5353

JIM FAVREAU
jfavreau@harrells.com
978-227-2785

KENT LEMME
klemme@harrells.com
(413) 281-8087

For details, visit harrells.com or call your
Harrell’s sales representative today at 800.282.8007.
GCSANE Ad Fleet-EarthMax V 7.5 x 5.indd 1
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2020 NERTF Press Release by Gary Sykes

August 25, 2020
The New England Regional Turfgrass Foundation recently held
its August Board Meeting and there it was decided that with the
many challenges facing the public and our industry, President Peter
Rappoccio, CGCS, along with the Board of Directors, announce
that the 2021 New England Regional Turfgrass Conference and
Show will be going virtual on March 2 & 3, 2021. It is unfortunate, but this means, we will forgo a formal trade show for 2021
in Providence. The 24 years of success is not possible without the
partnering of the trade show and the conference. We appreciate

16

The Newsletter

all the support and participation of our exhibitors and hope this
format will only have to last for 2021. We also encourage exhibitors to participate in our 2021 education sponsorship opportunities. More information will follow on that and recognition of all
sponsors will be a high priority. With the amazing advances of
meeting platforms it has been determined that the best possible
path would be to schedule and arrange a top notch education
program using these tools while avoiding all the concerns of travel,
spacing, infections and so on. Clearance has been given to provide
Pesticide Recertification Credits in a virtual format. Please, put on
your calendar the dates of our program and plan to attend. More
program information will be sent and posted later this Fall. It will
be a program full of amazing, informative, and inspiring presentations and a conference you do not want

The following article is reprinted with permission of the author and appeared in Golf Course Trades. Posted September 30, 2020

New England Golf Course Superintendents Are Getting the Job Done By Linda Parker
ing that you, too, have the capabilities and
wherewithal to survive and even thrive, no
matter what the economy or the environment throws at you.

A Rich History and a
Promising Future

A

pparently, Mother Nature didn’t
think COVID-19 was enough of
a curveball to throw at golf course
superintendents this year. Superintendents
in New England, along with their counterparts in many other areas, found that the
spring of global pandemic was followed
by one of the driest and hottest summers
on record, just to make life especially
interesting.
Despite all they have been dealing
with, members of the Golf Course
Superintendents Association of New
England took a breather long enough to
share a great message about where they’ve
been and where they are going. Their story,
both looking back and looking ahead, helps
put 2020 in perspective.

Golf Course Superintendents Association of
New England

Join the Club
On February 25, 1924, forty-one greenkeepers came together at Cottrelle’s
Restaurant in Boston. Their plan was to

establish an official organization through
which they would facilitate an exchange of
ideas and information and create comradery, learning and advocacy.

Almost a full century has passed since its
founding, and the Greenkeepers Club of
New England, officially recognized as the
New England Chapter of the Golf Course
Superintendents Association of America,
is still flourishing. With over 500 active
members, including golf course superintendents, assistant superintendents, equipment
managers, student members and companies, and their affiliates, the New England
Chapter of GCSAA has never let global
war, economic crisis, or nature at its most
outrageous stop it from serving and supporting its membership.

With the “war to end all wars” (World War
I) behind them, they had every reason to
feel optimistic about their future and their
profession. They had no idea that within
the decade, America would see the stock
market crash and the economy hit rock
bottom or that they would face the drought
and relentless windstorms of the 1930s
Dust Bowl.
As they shared their dinner that wintery
Monday evening optimistically making
plans for the formation of the Greenkeepers
Club of New England, they were clueless
that their culture, economy and profession
would soon be redefined by billowing black
squalls of topsoil blowing from the Great
Plains to the Atlantic Coast.
If you had read this article a year ago, you
might have brushed it casually aside, unable
to relate to their situation. Today, however,
you can speak from experience, identifying
with what it’s like to be blindsided by circumstances beyond your control. You know
clearly how it feels to see nature behave in
the most unpredictable ways and events
unfold like falling dominos, taking out
segment after segment of life as we know it.
You can also look at this historic group of
resolute greenkeepers as examples, recogniz-

Don Hearn, Executive Director of the
GCSA of New England
The organization’s history includes continuous publication of a professional paper since
1929, funding of research at the University
of Massachusetts and the Rhode Island
Experimental Station plus scholarship
funding and administration. Add to that
hundreds of meetings, training opportunities and conferences for members, companies, industry representatives and countless
other initiatives that benefit, enrich and
protect the needs of golf course superintendents and the future of the profession.
This past July, The Golf Course Trades had
the opportunity to talk to Don Hearn,
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Getting the Job Done cont.
who, for more than ten years, has been the
first full-time employee of the association
and is its Executive Director. Don is a past
golf course superintendent with more than
40 years in that role and a past president of the Golf Course Superintendents
Association of America. With a job description that spans four pages and includes
nearly one hundred discrete duties, it’s
safe to say that his responsibilities for the
organization include “everything that needs
doing.” He is the organization’s recordkeeper, marketing department, communications
specialist, administrator, meeting planner
and facilitator, membership coordinator, newsletter distributor, content creator
and website manager along with countless
other hats he enthusiastically wears for the
association.
Don is not, however, a one-man band.
He is joined by the association’s President
Peter Rappoccio, CGCS at Concord
Country Club, Vice President Brian
Skinner, CGCS, CPO at Bellevue Golf
Club and Secretary/Treasurer Bob Dembek
of Lexington Golf Club. The Board of
Directors includes David Stowe, CGCS
at Newton Commonwealth Golf Course,
Eric Richardson of Essex County Club,
Greg Cormier from Tom Irwin, Inc., Len
Curtin of George Wright Golf Course,
Ryan Emerich of Vesper Country Club
and Past President Dave Johnson of The
Country Club (Brookline), as well as many
actively contributing, dedicated committee members. So what is it about this
organization that inspires the enthusiasm
and support of busy golf industry professionals who all have plenty on their plates
already? Each of these members of the
New England Chapter of the Golf Course
Superintendents Association of America
recognizes that this association provides a
vital lifeline for superintendents, turf managers and others who too often get to the
golf course before dawn and leave long after
dark, working with their teams to ensure
an optimal golfing experience by members
and golfers. As Don explained, “The more
members our association has, the stronger
our organization becomes, and the stronger
our members become as individuals.”
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Feedback Directly from New
England GCSAA Superintendents

Peter Rappoccio, CGCS, President of the
GCSA of New England
Don is a goldmine of information about
the state of golf in the New England area.
Among the valued insights he shared are
data collected through June 10, 2020, surveying 45 golf superintendents, all members
of the association. Of the 45 courses they
represent, five are 27-hole courses, seven
are 9-hole courses, one is a 36-hole course
and the remaining thirty-two are 18-hole
courses.
Twenty-five of the 45 superintendents
identified, that as of the date of the survey,
they were maintaining their course as well
or very close to as well as they did the year
before. A couple of the superintendents
even noted that their courses were in better shape than in previous years. Others,
who said their maintenance was not up
to 2019 standards pointed out that their
courses were, in fact, in good shape, “up the
middle,” just not on the outskirts.
Twenty of the 45 superintendents had either
laid off workers, brought their staff back
more slowly than they typically would or
were working their crew fewer hours than
in a normal season. More than half of those
surveyed also said they were working with
a reduced budget or frozen spending, while
others who had not yet experienced budget
cutbacks noted that they were proceeding cautiously. Additionally, many of the
superintendents stated that budgets for pay
raises, capital equipment purchases or capital projects specifically have been frozen for
2020 or “deferred until further notice.”
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Outlooks and attitudes among the superintendents are positive, in spite of the fact
that they generally have been trying to do
as much as they did in the past but with
reduced labor and budgets. In addition,
rounds of golf at many facilities have been
booming, creating greater stresses and
demands. The surveyed superintendents
spoke about the importance of communication and noted that most golfers and club
members were understanding of course
maintenance challenges and social distancing requirements.
Remarkably, the superintendents participating in the GCSA of New England survey
even shared optimistic and encouraging
messages for their peers. They stated that
this difficult year provides an opportunity
to get back to simpler approaches and offers
an experience for challenging themselves
and their crews. Most importantly, they
called out 2020 as a time to build stronger
bonds with colleagues. Recognizing that
“a lot of courses are in the same boat,”
they stressed that no one should hesitate to
reach out to each other for “help with the
burden.”
Hyannisport Club Superintendent Tom
Colombo, CGCS summed up the situation
and the spirit of New England superintendents especially well, saying, “As golf course
superintendents, I believe that we are all
resilient. We continuously adapt to change,
and we always find a way to get the job
done.”
To learn more about membership in the
Golf Course Superintendents Association of
New England, visit the association’s website
at gcsane.org or contact Don Hearn at
donhearn@gcsane.org.
Linda Parker has been writing professionally since the 1980s. With clients in finance,
sports, technology, change enablement, resorts
and nonprofit global initiatives, Linda helps
organizations communicate their stories in
meaningful ways to the people they most want
to reach. She has authored, ghostwritten or
contributed to more than a dozen nonfiction books. Linda is a member of the Authors
Guild and the Golf Writers Association of
America. You can connect with her at linda@
glindacreative.com

GCSAA Update by Kevin Doyle
As 2020 progresses, the 50
by 2020 Best Management
Practices (BMP) goal is fast
approaching. Most of the
Northeast region closes in on
the final stages of the document
that you, your colleagues, our
entire industry, and stakeholders of all types will benefit from.
Please take the opportunity to
thank your BMP committee
for volunteering their time to
develop such a great resource.
Many of the successful concepts and practices used to build your
document came from ideas the committee in New York developed.
Superintendents and scientists in NY began their BMP initiative in 2012. The committee was led by a dynamic individual,
Ken Benoit, CGCS, and then superintendent at GlenArbor CC,
would be named the first Executive Director of the organization
tasked with overseeing the state BMPs, The New York Golf Course
Foundation (NYGCF). Not only was Benoit’s leadership critical to
the success of the New York Golf BMP, his passion for the concept
has gone miles, literally, since then.
On August 14th, Benoit began a cross-country bicycle trek from
Connecticut to Oregon to promote facility BMPs through his
“Connect to Protect Tour.” Just days ago, Benoit dipped his front
tire in the Pacific Ocean at Bandon Dunes! An avid and accomplished cyclist, Benoit stopped at golf courses along his route to
highlight current BMP practices in place and posting blogs and
videos on his company website, Eco Turf Consulting. Benoit also
posted updates via his twitter feed. It was a fascinating follow with
environmental information you and your facility could benefit
from too! Here is where you can find Benoit’s Connect to Protect
Tour information to learn from now, even after his journey:
Website: ecoturfconsulting.
com/connect-to-protect-tour/
Twitter: @kenbenoit1
GCM wrote a more in depth
article about Benoit’s unique
adventure which can be
found here: www.gcmonline.com/latest-stories/
ken-benoit-golf-course-bmps.
Hopefully, you enjoy the blogs and videos of Benoit’s trip as much
as I did. I am equally optimistic that BMP resources Benoit
uncovers and shares from facilities across the country will benefit
you and your environmental efforts! Be sure to connect with the
Connect to Protect Tour in any way you can!.

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines

you Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already

Las Vegas update

The 2021 Golf Industry Show is going virtual.
Amid the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, GCSAA announced that
the annual education conference and trade show will be presented
in a virtual format instead of the previously planned in-person
event in Las Vegas.
In addition to the education, trade show and special events that
will take place live on the virtual platform the first week of
February, attendees will also have the option to view or review
all content from the show for an extended period after the event
concludes.
The theme of GIS 2021 — “Your space. Your pace. All in one
place.” — not only reflects the ability of participants to attend the
show from the safety of their homes or offices and consume the
content when they want to, but also speaks to the convergence of
industry experts that is a hallmark of GIS and will remain so in the
virtual format.

Registration is now open!!

Upcoming webinars

Oct. 21 @ 10 a.m.
Calibrating Your Sprayers and Selecting the Right Nozzles
Aaron J. Patton, Ph.D.
Oct. 29 @ 9 a.m.
Shade: Triple Trouble Series Part Three
Mike Richardson, Ph.D.
Nov. 11 @ noon
How True Are Your Putting Greens?
Doug Linde, Ph.D.
Again, if I can be of any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.
Kevin Doyle
GCSAA Field Staff
kdoyle@gcsaa.org
Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE
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Please patronize these Friends of the Association
Agresource, Inc.

Beals & Thomas, Inc.

Finch Services, Inc.

110 Boxford Rd.

144 Turnpike Road
Southborough, MA 01772

Finch Services is your premier John Deere
Golf Distributor in the Northeast.

32 Court Street
Plymouth, MA 02360

Bill Rockwell (508) 789-5293
Mark Casey (617) 447-4076
Ryan Lane (978)758-8671
Call or visit our website at www.finchinc.com

Rowley, MA 01969
Agresource Inc. is a proud manufacturer and
distributor of quality compost, soil, and sand
throughout the northeast for over 30 years.
Agresport, a division of Agresource focused on
materials and services specifically for the golf
and sports fields market working together to
enhance and maintain your unique properties
Dave Harding office: (978) 388-5110
cell: (978) 904-1203
Mike Carignan 978-270-9132
mcarignan@agresourceinc.com
www.agresourceinc.com

Atlantic Golf & Turf
27 Industrial Boulevard
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Civil Engineers–Landscape Architects–Land
Surveyors–Planners–Environmental Specialists
Sarah Stearns 508-366-0560
sstearns@bealsandthomas.com
Beals & Thomas specializes in golf course site
design services including irrigation pond analysis
& design, drainage & utility improvements,
permitting, hydrogeologic evaluations, construction
administration, boundary & topographic
surveys, master planning & project design.

174 Main Street
Buzzards Bay, MA 02532
E-Z GO Golf Cars, Cushman Utility Vehicles
Andrew Ingham (617) 780-5482
Andrew@fivestargolfcars.com
MA Territory

The Cardinals, Inc.

Harrell’s LLC

166 River Rd., PO Box 520
Unionville, CT 06085

19 Technology Drive
Auburn, MA 01501

Golf course & landscape supplies.

Turf & Ornamental supplies.

John Callahan (860) 916-3947
Scott Gabrielson (401) 258-5830

Chuck Bramhall (508) 400-0600
Jim Cohen (978) 337-0222
Jim Favreau (978) 227-2785
Mike Kroian (401) 265-5353
Kent Lemme (413) 281-8087

Cavicchio Greenhouses, Inc.

Specializing in agronomy through the distribution of

Five Star Golf Cars & Utility Vehicles

fertilizer, seed & chemicals throughout New England.

110 Codjer Lane
Sudbury, MA 01776

Chris Cowan (413) 530-5040

Annuals, perennials, garden mums,
ground covers, loam, & mulch.

101 Elm Street
Hatfield, MA 01038

Darren Young (978) 443-7177

Charles C. Hart Seed Co., Inc.

National distributors of all your turf chemicals &
fertilizers. Extensive line of Helena Branded wetting
agents, foliars, micro nutrients & adjuvants.

A-OK Turf Equipment Inc.

304 Main St.
Wethersfield, CT 06109

Jeff Urquhart (781) 571-1164
www.helenaagr.com

1357 Main St.

Authorized distributor for Bayer, Syngenta,
Grigg Brothers foliar fertilizers, & Aquatrols.
Specializing in custom seed blends.

Hillcrest Turf Services

Paul Jamrog (401) 524-3322
Scott Mackintosh CPAg (774) 551-6083
www.atlanticgolfandturf.com

Coventry, RI 02816-8435
Lastec, Tycrop, Blec, Wiedenmann, Therrien,
Graden, Sweep & Fill, Baroness, & used equipment.

Robin Hayes (508) 237-2642

DAF Services, Inc.

Mike Cornicelli (401) 826-2584
www.pavewithasi.com

20 Lawnacre Rd.
Windsor Locks, CT 06096

BASF Turf & Ornamental

Custom pumping solutions. Custom pump controls.
Complete pump service. Serving all of New England.

169 Kings Hwy
Hancock, NH 03449
“We don’t make the turf. We make it better.”
Pete Jacobson (919) 530-9062
peter.jacobson@basf.com

BACKED by BAYER
Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed.
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809
brian.giblin@bayer.com
www.backedbybayer.com
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Tim Berge, Sales Manager
c (860) 690-1192
o (860) 623-5207 x227
tberge@dafsvcs.com

Helena Agri-Enterprises

PO Box 767
Medfield, MA 02052
With over 20 years experience working with golf
courses and in turf management, we have the
skills expertise and equipment to take care of
your turf quickly, efficiently and professionally.
Mike Parks (978) 823-0009
hillcrestturf@gmail.com
www.hillcrestturfservices.net

International Golf Construction Co.
5 Purcell Rd.
Arlington, MA 02474

Dependable Petroleum Service

Golf course construction.

One Roberts Road
Plymouth, MA 02360

Antonios Paganis
(781) 648-2351
(508) 428-3022

UST / AST facility maintenance,
installation & compliance testing.
Bruce Garrett / Francis Turner
(508) 747-6238
bgarrett@dependablecompany.com
www.dependablecompany.com

The Newsletter

Irrigation Management & Services
21 Lakeview Ave.
Natick, MA 01760
Irrigation consultation, design, & system evaluation.
Bob Healey, ASIC, CID (508) 653-0625

Please patronize these Friends of the Association
Ken Jones Tire, Inc.

McNulty Construction Corp.

NMP Golf Construction Corp.

71-73 Chandler St.
Worcester, MA 01613

P. O. Box 3218
Framingham, MA 01705

25 Bishop Ave.
Ste. A-2, Williston, VT 05495

Distributor of tires for lawn & garden, trucks,
cars, industrial equipment, & golf cars.

Asphalt paving of cart paths, walkways,
parking areas; imprinted asphalt.

Golf course construction

Gerry Jones (508) 755-5255

John McNulty (508) 879-8875

Larchmont Engineering & Irrigation

MTE, Inc. – Turf Equipment Solutions

11 Larchmont Lane
Lexington, MA 02420

115 Franklin Street Extension
Derry, NH 03038

Offering a full range of inventory for
irrigation drainage, pumps, fountains &
landscape lighting products & services for all
of your residential & commercial needs.

New England’s source for equipment: New &
pre-owned mowers, tractors, & maintenance
items from: Jacobsen, Turfco, Smithco, Ventrac,
Redexim, Neary Grinders, Ryan, Buffalo
Turbine, Mahindra, Gravely, Standard, Par-Aide
& others. Sales, Parts, & Service all brands.

(781) 862-2550 Susan Tropeano

Lazaro’s Golf Course
Supplies & Accessories
dba Hammond Paint & Chemical Co., Inc.
738 Main St., Suite 223
Waltham, MA 02154
Complete line for all your of golf course supplies.
Par Aide, Standard, Eagle One, turf & ornamentals,
aquatics, turf marking paint, safety items, adjuvants.
Joe Lazaro–cell: (617) 285-8670
Fax: (781) 647-0787
Email: jlazaro698@aol.com

Mario Poirier (888) 707-0787

Northeast Golf & Turf Supply
6 Dearborn Road
Peabody, MA 01960
Complete line of Golf Course, Landscape & Lawn
Care Construction & Maintenance Supplies
Tom Rowell (978) 317-0673
Jeff Brown (508) 868-8495
Dan Ricker (978) 317-7320

North Shore Hydroseeding

Derry Shop: (603) 404-2286
Rob Nolek: (617) 990-2427 Eastern MA
Jess Hamilton: (603) 500-3936 NH
Sean Smith: (207) 385-6684 ME
Bob Barrow: (401) 537-8597 RI
Alan Hubbard: (413) 355-0603

49 North Putnam St.
Danvers, MA 01923

Mungeam Cornish Golf Design, Inc.

Nutrien Solutions

195 SW Main Street
Douglas, MA 01516

Suppliers of Chemicals,
Fertilizer, & Grass Seed

Golf course architects

(978) 685-3300
Nick Burchard (401) 601-7213
Drew Cummins (401) 952-4219
www.nutrien.com

Hydroseeding & erosion control services.
Brian King (978) 762-8737
www.nshydro.com

www.lazarogolfcoursesupplies.com

Office: (508) 476-5630
Cell: (508) 873-0103
Email: info@mcgolfdesign.com

Maher Services

Contact: Mark A. Mungeam, ASGCA

71 Concord Street
N. Reading, MA 01864

www.mcgolfdesign.com

On-Course Golf Inc.,
Design/Build

New England Specialty Soils

16 Maple Street
Acton, MA 01720

Well drilling, pump service & well maintenance

435 Lancaster Street
Leominster, MA 01453

Peter Maher cell: (781) 953-8167
or (978) 664-WELL (9355)
Fax (978) 664-9356

1mm. Top Dressing Sand, High Density Bunker
Sand, Rootzone Mixes, Tee Blends, Divot Mixes,
Bridging Stone, Cart Path Mix, Infield Mixes,
Inorganic Amendments, SLOPE LOCK Soil.

www.maherserv.com

Mayer Tree Service

Bob Doran (978) 230-2244
John Toomey (978) 660-0175
Lauren Baldarelli (978) 860-5469

Providing a wide range of tree care from Plant
Health Care to tree removal. Mobile wood
waste grinding services. Stump grinding. Land
clearing. Loam and mulch delivery. Tree pruning
to enhance shot value and playability.
Richard Grant (978) 500-8849
rich@mayertree.com

1428 S. Shields Drive
Waukegan, IL 60083

New England Turf Farm, Inc.

Greg Bennett 978-877-3772
www.precisionlab.com

Matthew Staffieri (508) 243-2443
matt@masgolfconstruction

Office: (800) 451-2900
Ernie Ketchum (508) 364-4428
erniesod@comcast.net
Mike Brown (508) 272-1827

www.masgolfconstruction.com

www.newenglandturf.com

Fulfilling all your renovation and construction needs.

Precision Laboratories

Specialized chemistries that enhance
plants, seeds, soil and water.

Many types of tallgrasses and bentgrass
available for golf courses, sports turf and
landscapers. Expert installation available.

60 Lumber St.
Hopkinton, MA 01748

Sean Hanley (978) 337-6661
www.on-coursegolf.com

www.nesoils.com

P.O. Box 777
West Kingston, RI 02892

MAS Golf Course Construction

Golf Course Craftsmen. We serve all your
remodeling and renovation needs. You can trust
your project with us! We make you look good!

Prime Source
3208 Peach Street
Erie, PA 16508
National, full line distributor of turf, ornamental &
specialty products. Exclusive distributor of Prime
Source branded pesticides & specialty products.
Mike Blatt, Northeast Territory Manager
(814) 440-7658

September - October 2020

23

Please patronize these Friends of the Association
Putnam Pipe Corp.

Tartan Farms, LLC

Turf Products

Hopkinton & Taunton, MA

P.O. Box 983
West Kingston, RI 02892

157 Moody Rd.
Enfield, CT 06082

Dave Wallace

Toro Equipment & Irrigation–
Serving the industry since 1970

Distributor of water, sewer, drain and stormwater
pipe & fittings. Erosion & sediment control
products. Free delivery & 24-hour service.

(401) 641-0306

David Putnam 508-435-3090

Tanto Irrigation

800-243-4355

Read Custom Soils

5 N. Payne Street
Elmsford, NY 10532

Bill Conley
Nat Binns (332) 351-5189

5 Pond Park Road, Suite 1
Hingham, MA 02043

Golf Irrigation specialists. Proudly providing the Golf
Industry with irrigation services for over 50 Years.

www.turfproductscorp.com

Consistent sand for the next twenty years.
Top dressing sands, root zone blends,
high density bunker sand,“early green”
black sand, divot & cart path mixes.

Bill Bartels 914-347-5151
tantoirrigation.com

Valley Green

Tom Irwin, Inc.

Mark Pendergrast (617) 686-5590
Garrett Whitney (617) 697-4247
Ed Downing (508) 440-1833
www.readcustomsoils.com

13 A Street
Burlington, MA 01803
(800) 582-5959
www.tomirwin.com

SiteOne Landscape Supply, LLC
7 Lincoln Road
Foxboro, MA 02035
Offering our customers the most complete line of
products, service & expertise in the industry.
Ron Tumiski

(508) 697-2757

We bring you a network of professionals and
innovative solutions dedicated to your success.
With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.
Harris Schnare,
Client Relations Manager: 508-654-2488

Tree Tech, Inc.

Sodco Inc.

6 Springbrook Rd
Foxboro, MA 02035

PO Box 2
Slocum, Rl 02877

Foxboro, Wellesley, Fall River

1-800-341-6900
Black Beauty, Tall Fescue, Green & Fairway
Height Bent, Short Cut Black Beauty,
Short Cut Blue, 90-10 Fine Fescue
Installation options available
Contact: Pat Hogan, Alicia Pearson

Full service tree service specializing in zero impact
tree removal, stump grinding, tree pruning & tree
risk assessments by our team of Certified Arborists.
Andy Felix (508) 543-5644

Tuckahoe Turf Farms, Inc.
PO Box 167
Wood River Junction, Rl 02894

Sportscapes Unlimited LLC
PO Box 1686
Duxbury, MA 02332
Specializing in fairway aeration & cleanup, deep time
aeration, Air2G2 aeration & full seeding services.

Tuckahoe Turf grows some of the finest sod in
the Northeast. We grow Kentucky Bluegrass,
Fine Fescue, Tall Fescue, and Blue/Fescue blends.
We also have several bentgrass varieties at both
tee and green height. Please call for details.

Mike Lucier
617-913-8958
mike@sportscapesunlimited.com
sportscapesunlimited.com

Scott McLeod (401) 230-2631
Peter DeBrusk (603) 819-9700
800-556-6985

Syngenta Professional Products
P.O. Box 1775
Wells, ME 04090

Featuring Floratine products, JRM tines
and bed knives and Greenleaf Turbo
Drop air induction spray nozzles.

John Bresnahan (413) 333-9914
Melissa Hyner Gugliotti (860) 221-5712

Tom Fox 508-450-9254
Brian Juneau 781-738-3201

Turf Enhancement Enterprises

Target Specialty Products
165 Grove Street, Suite 70
Franklin, MA 02038
Supplier of fertilizer, chemicals & grass seed.
Jim Pritchard, Territory Manager 401-862-1098
Glenn Larrabee 774-670-8880
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14 Copper Beech Drive
Kingston, MA 02364
Phone: (413) 533-0726
Fax: (413) 533-0792
“Wholesale distributor of turf products”
Doug Dondero (508) 944-3262
Jon Targett (978) 855-0932
Joe Trosky (860) 508-9875

Winding Brook Turf Farm
Wethersfield, CT and Lyman, ME
240 Griswold Road
Wethersfield, CT 06109
Kathy Arcari (401) 639-5462
karcari@windingbrookturf.net
www.windingbrookturf.com

WinField United
29 Gilmore Drive–Unit C
Sutton, MA 01590
Using industry-leading insights to provide
you with the products that help you win.
Time Hanrahan (978) 815-9810

Winterberry Irrigation
Pump service, installation and sales.
Irrigation installation, service, repairs, and sales.
Wire tracking, GPS mapping, grounding
testing, start-up, and winterization.
Matt Faherty 860-681-8982
mfaherty@winterberrylandscape.com
Visit www.winterberryirrigation.com

Golf Course Superintendents Association of New England
The Newsletter–Rate Schedule
THE NEWSLETTER DISPLAY ADVERTISING ORDER FORM
Company Name:

Phone:

Address:
Contact Name:

Email:

Issues (List month and total number):

Amount of Check:

(Made payable to “GCSANE”)

Payment can be made by check payable to GCSANE or by credit card using the Pay Pal link on the home page of the
Association's website at gcsane.org. You do not need a Pay Pal account to use your credit card.

Member Rates:

Monthly Rate

3 Times Per Yr.
(Save 5%)

6 Times Per Yr.
(Save 10%)

❏ 1/4 page (vertical; 3.75” wide x 5” deep)

❏ $ 100.00

❏ $ 285.00

❏ $ 540.00

❏ 1/2 page (horizontal; 7.5” wide x 5” deep)

❏ $ 165.00

❏ $ 470.00

❏ $ 890.00

❏ Full Page (vertical; 7.5” wide x 10” deep)

❏ $ 220.00

❏ $ 630.00

❏ $ 1190.00

Non-Member Rates: *All payments must be received in full before the ad appears in The Newsletter.
❏ 1/4 page (vertical; 3.75” wide x 5” deep)

❏ $ 130.00

❏ $ 370.00

❏ $ 700.00

❏ 1/2 page (horizontal; 7.5” wide x 5” deep)

❏ $ 200.00

❏ $ 570.00

❏ $ 1080.00

❏ Full Page (vertical; 7.5” wide x 10” deep)

❏ $ 265.00

❏ $ 755.00

❏ $ 1430.00

* Deadline for ads: The first of the month for that month’s issue.
Ad Preparation Specifications:
File Specifications for Ads Supplied in Digital Format: Files should be created at 300dpi at the correct size for that
ad. Formats preferred are JPG and PDF. Full color is available with all ads. Please send ads to Don Hearn at the email
address below.
Send all Newsletter ads to:
Don Hearn, CGCS
300 Arnold Palmer Blvd., Norton, MA 02766
Email: donhearn@gcsane.org
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